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Shall We Have a Standard? 


From time to time articles have ap- 
peared in the Quarterly on the stand- 
ardization of libraries, certification of 
librarians and allied subjects. These 
subjects are more and more receiving 
attention by librarians and library 
boards and their importance has been 
recognized by the appointment of a 
committee on standardization by the 
American Library Association. 

At the present time, the question of 
salaries in Iowa, as affected by the 
many changes which are occurring, is 
serving to emphasize the need of some 
standard which shall aid library boards 
in determining the qualifications of 
librarians and in fixing their compen- 
sation. This it is believed certification 
will help to do for we have as a prece- 
dent the teaching profession and the 
growing practice in many other call- 


ings. 


If the librarian is the most important 
single factor in the usefulness of a 
library, a question which no longer 
admits of discussion, then the neces- 
sity for her careful selection is a mat- 
ter which needs no defense. 

But library boards are composed of 
busy people whose experience often 
has not given them a knowledge of the 
qualifications a competent librarian 
should possess and the means for se- 
curing such knowledge is not always 
available or recognized. 

And, even when conversant with the 
library needs, they are not always able 
to determine the fitness of candidates 
presenting themselves for vacancies 
to be filled nor do they know the sal- 
aries which should be paid for different 
kinds of positions. 

If, instead of the personal statement 
of an applicant and letters of recom- 
mendation which cannot always be 
taken for their face value, a librarian 
could present a certificate giving her 
professional ranking by an authorita- 
tive body, a library board would have 
a much better basis for estimating her 
fitness or the salary to be paid than 
they now have. 

Thus certification would give to 
library boards a basis for employment, 
and for salaries as well as a protection 
against the unfit. 

For librarians, it would raise the 
standard of librarianship, and give dig- 
nity to the profession by the elimina- 
tion of the unfit and aid in equalizing 
salaries which now show a woeful lack 
of justice in that librarians of training 











and experience, not making changes, 
are allowed to work for lower salaries 
than are demanded by and paid for new 
help. Both cases may not occur in the 
same library, but the injustice is as 
great if employed by different boards 
for equal ability should command equal 
pay and ‘if certification will bring this 
about it is to be desired and worked for 
by librarians. 

It should not work a hardship to any 
nor disturb those already employed 
but may benefit them, and it should be 
effective where changes occur and new 
people seek to enter the library field. 
Neither need it work a hardship to 
library boards nor make the employ- 
ment of a “certified” librarian obliga- 
tory but it would furnish one test for 
the standardization of a library in the 
employment of a librarian with a state 
certificate. 

The working out of any plan of the 


kind should be in the hands of a com- . 


mittee of the State Library Associa- 
tion, representing librarians and library 
boards. Such a committee is already 
in existence in Iowa and might have a 
report ready for the fall meeting. 

The plan would naturally include a 
Board or Committee of Certification 
with authority to grant certificates for 
different grades to be determined by 
(1) preparation and training, which 
should include not only full library 
school or summer school work, but that 
of high school and college; (2) length 
of experience in positions of different 
degrees .of responsibility and in libra- 
ries of different sizes; and (3) perhaps 
examinations on subjects of library 
economy in lieu of library-school train- 
ing. The period for the continuance of 
a certificate would also be arranged. 


Minimum requirements and a sys- 
tem of grading is already in use in 
some of the larger libraries of the state, 
a sample of which follows: 

Grade A—Requirement applicable to 
the local library only using the sched- 
ule and not to be quoted as usable 
elsewhere but this grade would carry 
minimum requirements in advance of 
Grade B. 
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Grade B—Minimum, a course in g 
standard library school or not less than 
three years’ library experience. 

Grade C—Minimum, six months’ }j- 
brary experience or the satisfactory 
completion of a summer-school course 
or a training course in an accredited 
library. 

These requirements are very low and 
are given simply as an illustration and 
should not be taken as final. The tests 
suggested in some states are very much 
more severe. 

The schedule above does not make 
any requirement of preparation inhi 
school or college which should not be 
omitted from state conditions for al} 
will agree that at least a high school 
education or its equivalent should be 
required for a lower. grade certificate, 
while college work should count for the 
higher grades. 

There should also be varying de- 
grees of credit given for different kinds 
of experience whether administrative 
carrying responsibility or otherwise, 
varying also with the size of the li- 
brary. This might make a standardi- 
zation of libraries necessary for mani- 
festly all libraries of the same size are 
not doing equally efficient work. There 
will also be provision for librarians to 
improve their certificates by additional 
training and experience. 


Several states are making certifica- 
tion of librarians a matter of legal en- 
actment but until that can be done a 
tentative certificate authorized by the 
State Association and the Library 
Commission will be help and will we 
believe be welcomed by both boards 
and librarians and will give opportun- 
ity to test its working features. 

The Iowa Library Association com- 
mittee is composed of Dr. Cora Wil- 
liams Choate, chairman, president of 
the library board, Marshalltown Pub- 
lic Library; Miss Miriam B. Wharton, 
librarian, Burlington Public Library, 
and Miss Julia A. Robinson, secretary 
of Iowa Library Commission; all of 
whom will welcome communications 
on both sides of the subject, from li- 
brary boards or librarians and will be 
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glad to answer questions addressed to 
them. 

Those who wish to “read up” on the 
subject will find a list of references in 
Public Libraries, Volume 22: 176, April, 
17. To these may be added the 
following: Jowa Library Quarterly, 
8:17 and 65; Public Libraries, 22:5 and 
70; 23:463; Library Journal, 44:115; 
New York Libraries, February, 1919, 
page 168. 


DISTRICT MEETINGS. 


As announced in the last Quarterly, 
it was decided by the Executive Board 
of the Iowa Library Association to 
hold but four meetings in 1919, but to 
add an evening meeting with a formal 
address to the usual day sessions for 
informal discussion. 

Whether the smaller number of 
meetings making the meeting places at 





a greater distance and less accessible, 


or whether the bad weather and bad 
roads were the cause or these meetings 
are not proving sufficiently profitable 
to attract librarians, we do not know, 
but the attendance this year fell 140 
short of 1918, giving a total of only 109, 
with 75 libraries represented, and 79 
librarians, 15 trustees and 5 visitors 
present. 

A brief account of each meeting fol- 
lows: 


Southwest District. 


The first meeting held was that of 
the Southwest District at Council 
Bluffs, on April 30th. The total at- 
tendance at this meeting was thirty, 
six of whom were trustees and 18 
libraries were represented. 


Miss Lutie Stearns, of Wisconsin, 
who had been scheduled for the even- 
ing address, was obliged to change to 
the opening of the morning session, 
but her talk—the responsibility of the 
librarian in making the library a power 
in the community—gave a keynote to 
the meeting which was manifest 
throughout the discussions which 
were continued at an evening session. 

A short discussion followed ‘Miss 


Stearn’s address in which Miss To- 


bitt, of the Omaha Public Library, 
spoke of the duty of the librarian to 
“talk library” whenever and wherever 
she went. 

During the sessions, Mr. Forrest B. 
Spaulding, of Des Moines, spoke of 
“Vocational Work With Soldiers;” 
Miss Mary N. Adams, of Atlantic, on 
“Americanization;” Miss Kittie B. 
Freed, of Ames, on “Back to School 
Movement,” all of which were fol- 
lowed by informal discussions. 

During the Book Hour, Miss Grace 
E. Meyers, of Denison, gave an inter- 
esting talk on war books, and Miss 
Scott and Miss Harrison, of the Coun- 


‘-cil Bluffs Public Library on fiction and 


children’s books respectively, after 
which those present named other 
books which had been popular in their 
libraries. 


At the evening session, Miss Blanche 
Smith, formerly assistant in the Fort 
Des Moines Hospital Library, spoke 
very entertainingly of her work there. 

The librarians and their friends were 
guests of the library board at luncheon 
and dinner at the Y. W.C. A. 

In the absence of the chairman of 
this district, Mrs. C. E. Okey, of Corn- 
ing; Mrs. Johnson, president of the 
Iowa Library Association, presided. 


Northwest District 


The meeting for the Northwest Dis- 
trict was held at Sioux City on May 
Ist and 2d. 

Through the courtesy of the Com- 
mercial Club, visits were made on 
Thursday afternoon to the branches of 
the Sioux City Public Library which 
were greatly enjoyed by the librarians 
arriving in season to take this ride. 


The evening address was given by 
Rabbi Sternheim, of Sioux City, on the 
subject, “The Library of Tomorrow.” 
It was a matter of much regret that all 
the librarians of the district could not 
have been present to hear this carefully 
prepared and helpful address. 

Rabbi Sternheim said in part: 

“If the public library is to become an 
important factor in human life it must 
be an aggressive constituent part of 
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the system of public education so that 
it shall become indispensable thereto. 
It must become utilitarian in the sense 
that it is willing to help folks vocation- 
ally, and finally, it must become an 
expression of the higher life of our 
civilization by its care for the cultural 
aspects of life.” 


In speaking of the part the library 
must play in creating a demand for 
good literature, Rabbi Sternheim as- 
serted that “The problem of our twen- 
tieth century life is not to keep people 
from reading novels, but to get them 
to read them with sufficient education 
and with sufficient broadmindedness 
and such a liberal outlook that they of 
their own volition will reject the bad 
and demand only the good. Not only 
must the library of tomorrow cultivate 
broaded-minded men and women, but 
it must be the place where these broad- 
minded people may find enlightenment 
upon every phase of human intelli- 
gence.” 

At the morning®session on Friday, 
after-the-war problems of work with 
soldiers was presented by Mrs. McIn- 
tire, of Sheldon, who told of the sur- 
prise of the returned soldier in the 
knowledge that the books he now 
found in the library had been there 
before he went to war. 


Mrs. Harvey, of Sibley, in her talk 
on vocational work with the soldiers 
gave an incident from her own experi- 
ence with a young soldier who re- 
turned to his old position as a waiter 
in a restaurant but who came to the 
library. The librarian discovering his 
interest in rail welding sent for free 
material for him on the subject and 
finally interested the division superin- 
tendent to the extent that the railroad 
company sent the boy to school in the 
East where his earning capacity and his 
usefulness to the world is being largely 
increased. It is one of those little 
things which every librarian might do 
but many do not. 

Miss Gibbons spoke of the keeping 


of war relics and clippings and Mr. 
Sumner on Americanization, all the 
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subjects of the morning being fellowedg 
by discussions. 

In the afternoon a book discussion 
took place in which Rabbi Sternheim 
participated. 

The guests were entertained by the 
library board at a luncheon at the Mar- 
tin at which Mr. A. L. Fribourg was 
toastmaster, and Mrs. Johnson, Rabbj 
Sternheim, Miss Robinson and Mrs. 
R. B. Van Wormer responded briefly, 
Miss Edith Cooke, of the Buena 
Vista College Library, was chairman 
of this district. 


Southeast District. 

The largest meeting of the year was 
held at Ottumwa in the Southeast Dis- 
trict on May 6th, presided over by 
Mrs. Nellie Sawyer, of Muscatine, as 
chairman. 

Miss Miriam B. Wharton, of Burl- 
ington, gave an interesting talk on 
“Americanization Through the Public 
Library ;” Mr. Spaulding, of Des 
Moines, spoke of “Vocational Work 
With the Solders,” and told of what 
the Des Moines Public Library was 
doing in their attempt to reach and 
help the soldiers in vocational guid- 
ance. Miss Catherine Cruikshank, of 
the Fort Des Moines Hospital Library, 
gave a brief account of her work there. 

A book hour was held in the after- 
noon in which all present took part, 
naming many helpful books after which 
Miss May Elder, a returned Red Cross 
nurse, spoxe of her overseas experi- 
ences. 

Mr. Irving Richman, of Muscatine, 
who had been announced to speak in 
the evening was unavoidably detained 
and no evening session was held. 


Northeast District. 

The last ‘meeting of the series was 
that of the Northeast District held at 
New Hampton on May 8th and 9th. 

An afternoon “hike” for violets for 
those arriving early was one of the 
pleasures of this meeting, after which 
tea was served by the ladies of the 
library board. 

The evening address was given by 
Mr. Spaulding, of Des Moines, on mod- 
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ern poetry, illustrated by readings, and 
was greatly enjoyed by those present, 
many of whom expressed the wish that 
an evening session might be made a 
regular feature of these meetings. 


At the morning session Mrs. Maude 
L. Murray, of Grundy Center, spoke 
of “War Work With Soldiers;” Mr. 
Spaulding of “Vocational Work With 
Soldiers ;” Miss Clark, of Dubuque, of 
“War Relics and Clippings ;” Miss Ma- 
ria C. Brace, of Waterloo, of “Child 
Welfare Work,” and Miss Robinson 
of “Americanization,” each subject, as 
at other meetings, provoking discus- 
sion. 


The book hour closed the morning 
session which was prolonged that 
those who wished to leave on an after- 
noon train might do so. 


Miss Mildred Hoffman, of the Wat- 
erloo Public Library, was chairman. 


A list of recent good books compiled 
by the Library Commission was dis- 
tributed at each meeting and has since 
been mailed to the libraries not repre- 
sented. 


While all the meetings were good 
and some as good as ever held and 
many librarians expressed themselves 
grateful for the help and inspiration 
received, the smallness of the attend- 
ance left in the minds of Mrs. John- 
son and Miss Robinson, who attended 
all the meetings, the question whether 
the district meetings are sufficiently 
helpful to the librarians to make their 
continuance wise. They will be glad 
to receive from librarians and trustees 
expressions of opinion on this point. 





Iowa Library Association. 
Waterloo Meeting, 1919. 


Location— Waterloo, which has been 
selected by the Executive Board of 
the Iowa Library Association as the 
meeting place for 1919, is located on 
the main line of the Illinois Central, 
between Dubuque and Sioux City; on 
the main line of the Chicago & Great 


Western, between Dubuque and Kan- 
sas City, which passes through many 
towns in Iowa; on the Minneapolis, 
St. Paul & Burlington line of the Rock 
Island, and on the Waterloo, Cedar 
Falls & Northern Interurban, making 
it easily accessible from all parts of the 
state. 


Hotels—The following advance ho- 
tel rates are given in addition to which 
rooms in private homes at moderate 
prices may probably be secured by ap- 
plying to Miss Brace: 


HOTEL RATES. 


Hotel Russell-Lamson (probable head- 
quarters and meeting place)— 


Double room, with bath 
Double room, without bath 


The Ellis— 


Single room, with bath 
Single room, without bath 
Double room, with bath 
Double room, without bath 


New Owenbach— 


Single and double rooms, with 
bath 

Single and double rooms, with- 
out bath 


There are other good smaller hotels 
with the same rates. 


Program—lIs under way with prom- 
ise of good things “left over” from 
last year and new speakers of interest. 


Time—October, definite dates not 
fixed. 


Library Boards—Plan to send your 
librarian and at least one and as many 
more trustees as possible. 


Librarians—Plan to attend. 


Everybody—Pay your dues if you 
have not done so. Send $1.00 at 
once to Miss Fannie Wolfe, Treasurer, 
Cedar Rapids Public Library. 
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Library Service in a Reconstruction 
Hospital. 


A few gassed and shell-shocked men 
came to the U. S. Army Hospital No. 
26, at Fort Des Moines, as early as 
July, 1918, and by September we were 
all interested in the plans for re-educa- 
tion. A lieutenant, head of the educa- 
tional work, and a dozen men in the 
service were assigned as teachers. 


There was at that time nothing so 
popular as the automobile repair shop, 
which was located in one of the old 
horse barns. The equipment consisted, 
so far as the librarian unusually dense 
in mechanics could discern, in about 
three old worn-out cars. These were 
pulled apart and reassembled with each 
class that sat around on the little three- 
legged stools which took so little space. 
There were about 150 enrolled in this 
class, during the pleasant weather, for 
this shop was off the ambulatory and 
only those could attend who were able 
to walk a few blocks. 


The interest in the auto and repair 


work never flagged, but there was'a 
time when tractors and the fall: plow- 
ing surpassed it somewhat. 

Of course they wanted books. Some- 
times it seemed every man wanted a 


book on automobiles. They were crit- 
ical and said frankly that some of the 
books, whose reputation in library cir- 
cles which was the knowledge the li- 
brarian had to work on, were not prac- 
tical, and we had to find some that 
were. Hall’s Auto Repair was very 
satisfactory and also a book by Wil- 
liams, Automobile Repairman’s Help- 
er, and one by Dyke, Automobile and 
Gasoline Engine Encyclopedia. 

One day we went in a ward and 
asked a group of men if we could bring 
them something to read, and in return 
were put thru a slight examination as 
to our stock. 


We felt at once that each man in the 
group was charging us with being an 
“intellectual snob” and possible that 
melancholy “cheering the poor boy” 
type which finds a way into every hos- 
pital. 
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. Gregg Manuals. 


So they began, “Have you got any 
of Mary J. Holmes’ works?” and with 
actual thankfulness, we replied that 
we had. 


“Well, how about St. Elmo?” said 
one. “We have that.” “And Ish- 
mael?” “Yes.” “Have ye got ‘Three 
Weeks?’” and we admitted a remiss- 
ness, but added, “We have ‘Why Not’ 
by Elinor Glyn. Shall we bring 
that?” “Oh, no,” said the most talka- 
tive and critical in the group. “Oh, 
no, don’t care much about reading any- 
way, and I don’t suppose you’ve any 
new and up-to-date automobile books, 
That’s about all I care about.” In tri. 
umph we produced Brook’s Automo- 
bile Handbook, which was the only 
book he really wanted. 


Another man who was able to get 
his own books, said he made it a point 
never to go to a library, but that he 
would read a book on auto repair if 
somebody would bring it down. So 
we sent two of our tested books, but 
they failed to please. He brought them 
hack to the library to have the satis- 
faction of saying that they were “No 
good,” but remained to get interested 
in the 600 shelf. He triumphantly 
brought to the desk Page’s Model 
T. Ford, and said, “Now, that’s just 
what I need.” Since then he is a regu- 
lar patron, so, for once it paid to fail. 


I think there is no phase of shop and 
trade and vocational work that is not 
touched in the school. 


That means demands on the library. 
When the classes were organized in 
stenography came the demand for 
We borrowed all that 
the libraries of the city could supply 
and then began on individuals and the 
business colleges. Meanwhile, a gen- 
erous supply was being sent with all 
possible speed from headquarters. 
Even then we never had any to spare, 
and as we go in the wards and see the 
men propped up in bed with the type- 
writer on a little serving table over 
their knees, a teacher by their side, fre- 
quently with one hand gone, we know 
why Gregg Manuals are always out. 





There was one boy who became so ex- 
pert with his one hand that his speed 
record was almost as high as the ex- 
perts with two hands. It seems a 
greater handicap to lose an arm than 
to lose a leg. 

Two “buddies” were side by side in 
their beds, one minus a leg and the 
other minus an arm. They were dis- 
cussing the latest newspaper, which we 
had just carried in. There was trouble 
in the Ukraine and the legless man 
sighed and said, “If I could only get 
there.” The other one, minus an arm, 
said, “Well, I could run fast enough 
but what could I do when I got there?” 
And then they laughed. 

The handicap’ shows _ strikingly 
when one goes into the carpenter shop 
and sees a man steadying the board 
with the hook which he finds more use- 
ful than the artificial hand. 


Farm architecture and carpentry is 
a surprisingly popular subject. The 
men who are interested in agriculture 
take that course along with other agri- 
cultural subjects. They make model 
barns. chicken and hog houses, etc., 
and all our books on concrete construc- 
tion for the farm are used. 

We anticipated an interest in agri- 
culture and prepared for it, and there 
was always a reasonable demand, but 
the real impetus came with the spring. 
Now the class rooms in agriculture are 
crowded. I should say agriculture in 
its broadest sense, including animal 
husbandry, gardening, poultry farm- 
ing, horticulture, etc., is the most pop- 
ular subject in the school, and our 
shelves correspondingly empty. One 
man waited at the desk as we entered 
one morning. He wanted something 
on “scientific and up-to-date chicken 
raising.” We gave him the latest bul- 
letins from Ames and Perdue. He sat 
right down in the library and read 
them through. Then he came to the 
desk and said, “Now, my woman was 
on the right track. If I had listened to 
her we would have succeeded that time 
we failed when we tried to raise chick- 
ens.” He hadn’t seen “My woman” for 
fifteen months. 
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One boy with both arms gone came 
to our desk and said, “I want to be a 
farmer. Can you give me some books 
that will help?” The assistant, after 
one glance, said, “I presume, you will 
farm with your head and so want the 
theory.” Very earnestly he said, “No, 
I can work. There’s lots I can do about 
a farm when I get ona hook and an 
artificial hand. I believe I’ll begin with 
this book, ‘Fertilizers and Crops,’ by 
Van Slyke.” 


The artificial limbs are so fitted and 
adjusted, with what the boys call a 
“regular harness,” that a man who has 
a few inches left of his arm, with per- 
sistent effort, learns to do remarkable 
things and to be amazingly indepen- 
dent. 


I was in one of the re-fitting wards 
when General March and Secretary 
Raker came to our hospital. The tele- 
phone rang and the nurse called, 
“Boys, hurry and get on your arms and 
legs for the General will inspect all 
cases here.” So they scurried around 
and polished up their shoes and fussed 
with the fit of their gloves and before 
I hurried away I saw a little demon- 
stration of how with the left shoulde: 
one can work the right artificial hand 
if the “harness” is properly adjusted, 
and carry a suit case, not too heavy, 
and do many other things. 


There are fifty courses offered at 


this hospital. Sometimes a class is 
taught at the bedside and sometimes, 
as in the applied agricultural courses, 
out on the farm. 


I think I need not say that the ac 
quiring of knowledge or skill is not of 
primary importance in the work. The 
first object is to rehabilitate the men 
and study and school are always sec- 
ondary. Courses are rarely finished. 
When a man is able to be transferred 
or discharged, the school is often for- 
gotten. Very often, however, the in- 
terest in the school work carries the 
men into the vocational schools. 


There are classes in all the element- 
ary school subjects, including English 








for foreigners, and always arithmetic, 
algebra and geometry, and here we 
never could find books enough. Arith- 
metic, mechanical drawing and land- 
scape gardening were never very pop- 
ular studies, but brought us grateful 
students when we could supply the 
right book. 


There were several young law stu- 
dents who found the interest they 
needed for the long convalescence in 
the books borrowed from the Law Li- 
brary. 


In the psychopathic ward one of the 
assistants found a colored man who 
had had three years in college. While 
not a violent patient, his mind was 
clouded and memory very weak, but 
ke asked a second time for a psychol- 
ogy, a chemistry and a book in ad- 
vanced French. I cannot recall how 
useful they really were but his satis- 
faction in just handling them surely 
had a calming and perhaps a curative 
effect that was worth while. 


One man from that same ward, who 


‘never got to France, was one of the 


first to help a little in the library. Day 
after day- with his good left arm, he 
had lost the use of the right, he car- 
ried two books at a time and put them 
on the shelves. Hours he worked. 

Seven months later he came into the 
library to say goodbye. He was not 
an educated man but a grateful one. 
He said, “Remember the days I worked 
here. I cannot tell you how comforted 
I was that you were not afraid of me 
and that even with my helpless arm I 
could work a little. From that time I 
got better. Did you know I’d been 
teaching some in the school? Yes, I 
have. Those months when I suffered 
were so hard, but after all I’m going out 
a better telegraph operator than when 
I came in, and to a little better job.” 


I could never decide which inter- 
ested the ward patient most, the type- 
writer or the telegraph instrument. 
Each ward was equipped with an in- 
strument and all day long it seemed 
there was a group around the table and 
usually an instructor. They were all 
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connected with a main office and along 
with the sound of the typewriter, the 
victrola, the hammer of brass, etc., one 
could hear the click of the telegraph, 
Hardly the regulation idea of a ward in 
a hospital and of course these were the 
convalescent wards. 


After the armistice, when the A. L. 
A. sent out their excellent lists, we 
posted the Bulletin, “Your Job at 
Home.” That was the best piece of 
library advertising I have ever seen, 
Men who had passed our door daily 
were the first to follow that sign, and 
when they actually found books help- 
ful in a practical way, they came and 
asked to buy them, and sometimes 
they didn’t ask, but just kept the book, 


Our books on advertising and sales- 


manship were so popular that, unless 
one took note of the empty space 
where the electrical books and machine 
shop practice were shelved, one was 
inclined to think that all the patients 
expected to be salesmen or to go into 
advertising. 

The marines were ordered out and 
one charming lad came in to say good- 
bye. The librarian at the desk said, 
“Now, you have two of our best books 
on advertising.” “Yes,” he said, “I 
have them all packed.” When she re- 
monstrated and said he must return 
them, he said, “Why, no I can keep 
those. Doesn’t the Salvation Army 
give doughnuts and the A. L. A. give 
books?” It was difficult to insist after 
that compliment, for to be classed with 
the Salvation Army means that real 
service has been rendered. 


I have not mentioned the model 
bank, the course in commercial law, the 
shoeshop, etc., and the things I have 
touched upon have been very super- 
ficially done, but I hope they will give 
a little idea of the manifold duties ina 
reconstruction hospital. 


I have not indulged in an account of 
the things we did that could never be 
included in our records—the chevrons 
and buttons we sewed on, the advice 
given when matrimonial barks were 
floundering, the lady correspondents 
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se*ured for lonesome colored men. I 
said to one man from Georgia, “Bates, 
how do I know you are not married?” 
He threw up his hands and said, “ ’Fore 
Gawd, lady, I’se single.” 


They were a cheerful, courageous, 
jolly lot; many ignorant, some foreign 
born, but all America’s soldiers, who 
had made the sacrifice that men make 


for love of country and humanity.. 


They knew the price they had paid but 
they did not ask for pity nor a pension 
—just a chance again. It was a privi- 
lege to know them and to work as an 
A. L. A. representative. 


Once in an officer’s ward a major 
saluted. The assistant went to the 
bedside, and he asked for a book. He 
said, “I’m glad to see that uniform here, 
it has been everywhere. The people 
who have worn it were so quiet and 
unobtrusive, yet so fine and efficient 
and untiring.” High praise for A. L. 
A. 


One of the most inspiring memories 
is of the one-armed man who came in 
and asked to see the books on several 
courses that were offered in the 
schools. -By and by he said, “I used to 
be a mail carrier in a city out west, 
but I can scarcely do that again, and I 
want to make a wise selection in what 
I study, for when I go out I want to 
get a job, not because I am a one- 
armed man and a veteran, but because 
I can do my job better than a man with 
two arms can do it.” 


That was the spirit that ended the 
war sooner than we dared hope, and 
that makes service in a U. S. Army 
Hospital so inspiring to any librarian. 


Not all the A. L. A. service was 
done in camps and hospitals. The 
standard of efficiency which was 


reached and maintained could not have 
been done without the willing help of 
the librarians at home, and, to those 
in Iowa, I want to say, “Thank you.” 
Grace Shellenberger. 
Hospital Librarian, Fort Des Moines, 
Iowa. 
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Library Legislation. 


Several bills having more or less 
bearing on libraries and library work 


‘in the state were introduced in the 


Thirty-eighth General Assembly and 
all but one became laws. 


The one which failed of passage, not 
from opposition but from lack of at- 
tention during the closing hours of the 
session, was one in which librarians and 
library boards would have felt the 
largest interest, as it changed the date 
for the annual report to the Library 
Commission from December 3lst to 
March 3lst. 


This law would without doubt have 
been welcomed by librarians who 
would in the future have been spared 
the necessity of preparing two annual 
reports. 


Two bills having to do with libraries 
and community houses became laws. 
One of these, introduced by Represen- 
tative Davison of Page county, provides 
for library rooms in community me- 
morial buildings, the erection of which 
is authorized by the issue of bonds. 


The other bill, introduced by Repre- 
sentative Hook of Winneshiek county, 
provides that cities and towns having 
established a free public library may 
unite with the board of supervisors of 
the county for the erection and main- 
tenance of a soldier memorial and 
public library—providing for the ap- 
pointment of trustees and authorizing 
the levying of taxes, for the erection 
and maintenance of such memorial and 
library. Requests being received by 
State Library Commission for infor- 
mation regarding these bills indicate 
considerable interest in both laws in 
the state. 


Laws were also passed making ap- 
propriation for a medical department 
of the State Library and providing for 
the transferring of the State and Law 
Libraries to the new Temple of Jus- 
tice, the erection of which was made 
possible by appropriation. 


Thirteen library trustees were mem- 








‘bers of the Thirty-eighth General As- 


sembly four in the Senate and nine in 
the House, most of whom were on the 
Public Library Committees of the two 
houses. 





lowa Librarians in Camp and Hospital 
Work. 


In the July-September issue of the 
Quarterly, a list of Iowa librarians, con- 
nected with camp library work ap- 
peared. The following should be added 
to that list and there may be others of 
whose work no information has come. 
Miss Ione Armstrong, Librarian Coun- 

cil Bluffs Public Library, Librarian 

Naval Station, Pelham Bay, N. Y. 
Miss Maide Baker, Librarian, Clarinda 

Public Library. Headquarters Staff, 

Washington, D. C. 

Mr. L. L. Dickerson, formerly Librar- 
ian at Camp Pike and later in Gen- 
eral Field Service, has now been 
transferred to Overseas Service. 

Miss Elizabeth Lilly, Children’s Li- 
brarian, Burlington Public Library. 
Hospital Library, Camp Custer, 
Michigan. 

Miss Georgia Lutkemeyer, Children’s 
Librarian, Sioux City Public Libra- 
ry. Traveling Library Mexican Bor- 
der Service. San Antonio, Texas. . 

Miss Helen McRaith, Librarian Iowa 
City Public Library. Librarian Hos- 
pital Library, Camp Dodge, Iowa. 

Miss Mary E. Marks, Reference Libra- 
rian, Iowa Library Commission. Li- 
brarian Kenilworth Inn Hospital, 
Asheville, N. C. 

Miss Betty Pritchett, Assistant State 
College Library, Ames. Librarian 
Hospital Library, Camp Pike, Ark. 

Miss Grace D. Rose, Librarian Daven- 
port Public Library. Librarian Camp 
Bowie, Texas. 

Miss Lavinia Steele, Cataloguer, State 
Library, Des Moines. Traveling Li- 
brary Mexican Border Service, FE] 
Paso, Texas. 

In addition several former Iowa li- 
brarians are engaged in Library War 
Service in the camps in this country 
and overseas. Among them are: 


Miss Margaret Brown, Headquarters 
Staff, Washington, D. C. 


Miss Miriam E. Carey, Hospital Field 
Service. 


Miss Fannie Duren, Supervisor Hos. 
pital Libraries, Asheville, N. C. 


Miss Blanche Galloway, Overseas 
Service. 


Mr. Malcolm G. Wyer, Headquarters 
Staff, Washington, D. C. 


Since the above was set up, several 
of the librarians have returned to their 
home libraries and the following should 
now be added: 


Mrs. Bertha Baird, Librarian Mason 
City Public Library, Fort Sheridan, 
Ill. 


Miss Catherine Cruikshank, Assistant ° 


in the Fort Dodge Public Library, 
Librarian Hospital Library, Fort Des 
Moines, Iowa. 


Miss Fannie Wolfe, Assistant Cedar 
Rapids Public Library, Librarian 
Hospital Library, Camp Dodge, Iowa. 





Books for the Soldiers. 


When on April 3rd the sceretary re- 
ceived a telegram from the Library War 
Service, Washington, D. C., asking if 
lowa would collect 20,000 books, she 
could do nothing less than reply, “Count 
on Iowa to do her best.” 


This, we believe, she has done altho 
we shall probably fall several thousand 
below our quota for libraries have uni- 
versally found it difficult to persuade 
people that books were still needed. 


At going to press, about 12,000 books 
have been sent to the Port of Embarka- 
tion, direct from the libraries and thru 
the Library Commission. We hope two 
or three thousand more may still be 
added. If you have books, do not fail 
to send them at once to the Library 
Commission, if the number is small, or 
to New York, according to directions, 
if the collection is large enough to war- 
rant it. 
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Do You Answer Your Letters? 


Of course everybody should—but 
does everybody—does every librarian, 
do you? The secretary has little com- 
plaint to make for herself for many 
prompt responses come to her com- 
munication, but she is obliged re- 
gretfully to admit that there are a few 
librarians even in Iowa who not only 
sometimes do not answer letters or 
send reports but almost never do it. 


But, it is not her grievance which 
calls forth this protest. Hers is so 
old that it has ceased to surprise her 
and she knows in advance just which 
librarians will not reply. 


But this delinquency was impressed 
on the president of the Iowa Library 
Association and the secretary of the 
Library Commission when at each dis- 
trict meeting the, chairman brought 
her program showing. three to six 
names of librarians who had been 
asked to take part and had refused— 
oh, no! they had not taken the trouble 
to do that, they had simply made no 
reply whatever. It seems unbelievable 
that any librarian should be guilty of 
such discourtesy but so it was. 


Busy probably they were, but so 
was the chairman, but she was giving 


‘her time in attempting to arrange a 


helpful program for these and other 
librarians and they were not only re- 
fusing to co-operate and to contribute 
their share to the success of the meet- 
ing but they were guilty of being dis- 
courteous and unbusinesslike. They 
might not have been able to do what 
they were asked to do but they could 
have said so and this is true every year. 

Don’t they know better? Don’t they 
care for their own reputation and that 
of their library? Don’t they expect 
ever to want a reply to a letter of their 
own? Have they always been treated 
thus shabbily by others? 

They may sometimes have a good 
excuse, possibly always one acceptable 
to themselves, but there is no reason 
why the same rule should not apply to 
them as to others and the same con- 
demnation for neglect of duty. 
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'Twas ugeless to mention this at the 
meeting as the guilty people were not 
there. Now, the question is, will they 
read and heed this and may we here- 
after hope for better things. Perhaps. 
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Algona—Poppy seeds have been 
planted among the shrubbery on the 
library lawn in accordance with the 
request of the government that garden 
space be given to beds of poppies in 
igi of those who died on Flanders 

ield. 


Two hundred dollars was recently 
given to the library by the Library Aid 
Society for the purchase of books. 


Alden—The Alden Public Library 
was the subject of a feature story win- 
ning a prize in a recent Des Moines 
Register contest. 


Ames—State College of Agriculture 
—The erection of a library building 
which shall also be known as a me- 
morial to the college men who served 
in the great war is assured by an ap- 
propriation of 300,000 by the recent 
legislature. 


Britt—Miss Agnes Carton has ac- 
cepted the position of librarian of the 
public library made vacant by the 
death of Mrs. Lilly. 


Camp Dodge— Hospital Library— 
Miss Fannie Wolfe, assistant in the 
Cedar Rapids Public Library, has been 
in charge of the Hospital Library for 
the past three months. She has been 
assisted by Mrs. Katherine Cox 
Brown, a member of the summer 
school class of 1918, who has now re- 
signed. 


Carroll—The public library has been 
enriched by the gift of a number of 
volumes from the private library of 
Mr. and Mrs. H. W. Macomber. 


Cherokee—A new department of li- 
brary service is the “help yourself 
table” where current magazines may 
be left, exchanged or carried away. 








Clinton—The circulation for March 
exceeded all previous records in the li- 
brary. Miss Claire Nolle, of Antigo, 
Wis.,-a graduate of 1918 of the Wis- 
consin Library School, has_ been 
elected to a position on the staff. Miss 
Alice Hatch, children’s librarian, has 
resigned to take a similar position with 
the Davenport Public Library. 


Corydon—The private library of the 
late Judge Tedford has been donated 
to the public library by his widow. 


Council Bluffs—Several contests 
which have been in progress in the 
children’s room during the winter and 
spring have been brought to a close. 
These have included a story-telling 
contest, catalog games and a reading 
contest called the Red Star Game, in 
which twenty girls read ten required 
books. 


Davenport — The appointment of 
Mrs. John W. Watzek, president of 
the State Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, to membership on the library 
board is a matter of congratulation to 
all interested in library work in the 
State. 

Miss Norma Peck for three and one- 
half years in charge of the children’s 
department has become director of 
the children’s department of the Port- 
land, Oregon Public Library. She is 
succeeded by Miss Alice Hatch, a grad- 
uate of the St. Louis Library School 
and since leaving school children’s li- 
brarian in the Clinton Library. . 

Miss Gladys Hanson, an assistant 
in the library, has also resigned and 


will take a position in the circulation., 


department of the New York Public 
Library. 

Miss Katherine Tappert, formerly 
of the Davenport Library staff, and 
Hiss Helen Hummer, of Iowa City, 
have been serving temporarily in the 
library. 

A game shower to provide games 
for the children’s game room, was re- 
cently held by the Davenport Women’s 
Club. 

A collection of 113 rare books was 


presented to the Davenport Public Lj- 
brary by Mr. C. A. Ficke of that city, 
The collection includes a Babylonian 
clay tablet with cunieform writing, An- 
cient Egyptian papyri found upon 


mummies, early manuscript _ illumi- 


nated edition of the Koran, four of the 
Buddhist sacred manuscript books and 
a number of hand illuminated books of 
the middle ages. There are also a 
number of specimens of early printing 
with the first quaint wood cut. A 
copy of Aesop’s fables was printed in 
Amsterdam in 1667. One Bible was 
printed in London by Robert Barker 
in 1580. Fifteen volumes printed by 
the famous Elzevirs and two by Aldus 
are included and there are examples 
of the work of most of the early 
presses, including the Chinese and Jap- 
anese. 

The donor had cases made for the 
display of the collection and they are 
placed in the library gallery, which is 
open daily. 


Des Moines— Library Club—The 
club was entertained at its April meet- 
ing by the staff of the library, at Drake 
University, dinner being served by the 
Domestic Science Department of the 
University, after which two plays 
were given by the Drake players. 

In May the club members were guests 
at dinner of Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Car- 
penter, at their home at Oakwoods, 
where a private showing of their pic- 
ture collection added to the pleasure 
of the evening. The attendance was 
unusually large. ’ 


Des Moines—Library Commission— 


Miss Eleanor Faweett,,of Cedar Rap- - 


ids, a graduate of the Wisconsin 
Library School, and for a number of 
years librarian of the Oskaloosa Pub- 
lic Library, has accepted the position 
of librarian of the traveling library, so 
long held by Miss Reba Davis. 


Des Moines—Public Library—The 
name of the children’s department of 
the Des. Moines Public Library has 
been changed to junior department, in 
keeping with the policy followed by 
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the Red Cross, the Chamber of Com- 
merce and other institutions with spe- 
cial departments for children. 


Des Moines, State Library—The last 
General Aseembly created a Medical 
Department of the State Library, with 
an annual appropriation of $4,000, half 
of this to be used for the purchase of 
books and periodicals and half for the 
salary of an expert librarian. 


The State Library Board recently 


. authorized the State Librarian to make 


the appointment, and Mr. Brigham ap- 

ointed to the new position Miss Mar- 
ion Hossfeld, a younger sister of Mrs. 
Lugenbuhl, librarian in the office of 
Iowa’s famous surgeon, Dr. Fay, and 
a daughter of Hon. Frederic Hossfeld, 
private secretary to Governor Larra- 
bee and afterward prominent in our 
consular service. 


Miss Hossfeld will enter upon her 
new duties August Ist of the present 
year. She is now engaged in special 
research work at the Mayo Clinic, 
Rochester, Minnesota. Her splendid 
preparedness for the medical librarian- 
ship may. be inferred from this outline 
of her career: 


Her study of languages, begun dur- 
ing a five years’ stay in Europe, was 
continued through college. While at- 
tending the State University of Iowa, 
in addition to English literature, she 
took courses in bacteriology, botany, 
chemistry, physiology and psychology. 


‘ In 1915 she served as scientific re- 


search librarian at the Iowa State Col- 
lege; later she returned to the Univer- 
sity, where she was graduated in the 
class of 1918. Last summer she was 
called to the Mayo Clinic, where she 
is occupied in editorial work, in trans- 
lating articles from the Italian, French 
and German, and in making abstracts 
of medical literature, home and for- 
eign. It will thus be seen that, though 
young in years, the new medical librar-- 
ian has had a remarkable training in 
the languages and the sciences and is 
splendidly equipped for her new duties. 
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Dubuque—Miss Bertha Raymond, 
who has acceptably filled the position 
of children’s librarian since the early 
days of the Carnegie Building, has ten- 
dertd her resignation to take effect im- 
mediately. 


Fort Des Moines—In April the Hos- 
pital Library met with losses in the 
resignations of Miss Grace Shellenber- 
ger, librarian, and Miss Blanche Smith, 
assistant, both of whom had done 
excellent work in the organization and 
maintenance of this library. Miss Rob- 
inson, of the commission, is acting as 
supervisor and Miss Catherine Cruick- 
shank, of Fort Dodge, and Miss Helen 
Ashby, of Des Moines, have been ap- 
pointed to carry on the work, with the 
assistance of Miss Mary Rosemond, 
two evenings each week. 


Grand Junction—Grand Junction is 
the first town to take advantage of the 
law passed by the recent legislature 
authorizing the levying of a tax for the 
erection and maintenance of a memor- 
ial and library building, the proposi- 
tion being submitted to vote of the 
town on May 5Sth and carrying with 
little opposition. 


Grinnell— Miss Jane I. Kuhns, librar- 
ian of the Stewart Library, resigned 
during April in order to be with her 
mother. 


Hamburg—Simple exercises marked 
the dedication of the new library build- 
ing at Hamburg on Sunday afternoon, 
June 9th. 


Music was furnished by members of 
the girl’s orchestra. The dedicatory 
prayer was offered by the pastor of the 
Baptist church. Mr. W. T. Davidson 
presided and gave a history of the li- 
brary movement in Hamburg which 
has its consummation in the opening 
of the new building, after which Miss 
Julia A. Robinson, Secretary of the Li- 
brary Commission, spoke on the Broad- 
ening Vision of the uses of a Public 
Library. 

After the exercises at the church, a 
reception was given at the library. 


The building represents a Carnegie 
gift of $9000. It is of dark brick, well 
located and is an addition to the town, 
both materially and educationally. 

Mrs. J. F. Riedy was president of 
the board during the building period, 
and Mr. W. T. Davidson, secretary. 
The other members are: Mrs. Mary C. 
Vyse, Mrs. I. S. Beyschlog, Mrs. C. W. 
Sturgeon, Mrs. L. A. Rees, Dr. S. T. 
Mitchell and Mr. R. F. Hickman. Miss 
Letha Davidson is librarian. 


Indianola—Miss Agnes Browne, of 
the Summer School Class of 1917, a 
former assistant in the Indianola Li- 
brary and Grinnell College Libraries, 
was married on May Ist to Harry C. 
Weinmann. Mr. and Mrs. Weinmann 
will make their home in Indianola. 


Knoxville—The Civic League has 
presented the Public Library with a 
beautiful grandfather’s clock. 


Lyons—The Young Men’s Associa- 
tion Library has moved from the 
rooms which it has occupied for many 
years to larger and more convenient 
rooms in thé Root Block. The formal 
opening of the new rooms was held on 
the afternoon and evening of the 12th 
of May. ; 


Malvern—Mrs. Ruth Roberts has re- 
signed the position of librarian which 
she has satisfactorily filled since the 
organization of the library, a year be- 
fore the opening of the Carnegie 
Building in June, 1917. Miss Mae 
Churchill has been selected to fill the 
vacancy. 


Maquoketa—Mr. D. A. Fletcher, for 
many years president of the Board- 
man Library, died in December. In 
March the library met with another 
locs in the death of Mr. W. C. Greg- 
ory, president of the Public Library 
Board of Trustees. Both gentlemen 
have been members of their respective 
boards for thirty-five years. 


Marengo—Mrs. Fanny Raney was 
elected by the library board at their 
May meeting to fill the vacancy 
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caused by the resignation of Mrs, 
Sarah Carr who has acceptably served 
as librarian for the past year. 


Marshalltown—Miss Callie Wieder, 
of West Branch, a graduate of Wig. 
consin Library School, and for several] 
years librarian at Fond du Lac, Wis- 
consin, has accepted the position of }j- 
brarian of the public library and began 
her work in April. Miss Catherine 
Moore, of Des Moines, has been elected 
an assistant. Miss Shearer, children’s 
librarian, has resigned to accept a po- 
sition in the children’s department of 
the Minneapolis Public Library. 


Mason City—The Mason City Pub. 
lic Library had the pleasant experience 
of receiving a letter of thanks and ap- 
preciation from Mayor T. A. Potter 
upon the good work done by the li- 
brary as shown by the report sub- 
mitted to the City Council. Would that 
other mayors would do likewise. 


Mrs. Baird has been granted a leave 
of absence to give service in the Camp 
Library at Fort Sheridan. 


Montezuma—The Montezuma Free 
Public Library was formally dedicated 
Wednesday evening, April 16th, with 
exercises in the Methodist Church, fol- 
lowed by a reception at the library. 
Although the weather was most un- 
pleasant, a full house attested the in- 
terest of the town in the new library. 

The dedicatory prayer was offered 
by Rev. A. B. Caldwell of the Meth- 
odist Church; Mr. J. F. Grimes, pres- 
ident of the library board, gave a his- 
tory of the library project in Monte- 
zuma and a statement regarding the 
building and its cost: followed by an 
earnest plea for the use of the library. 
The address of the evening was given 
by Miss Julia A. Robinson, secretary 
of the Library Commission, on the 
“Value of a Library to a Community.” 
The music for the evening included 
several songs by a chorus of voices, a 
saxophone solo by Miss_ Frances 
Smith, and a song by fifth grade pu 


pils, after which the audience joined in © 


sinzing “America.” 
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The building cost $10,000, $8,000 of 
which was the gift of the Carnegie Cor- 
poration. It is of dark brick on a good 
site in nearly the center of the town, 
well planned and attractive without 
and within. This building, with the 
library which it houses, is the result of 
several years of effort on the part of 
the people of Montezuma and its use is 
already showing their appreciation of 
its privileges. The residents of Jack- 
son Township will also have the use 
of the library through rural extension. 

The members of the library board, 
all of whom have served from the first, 
are: J. M. Grimes, C. F. Dickson, 
Frank Bechly, George Iberg, Mrs. G. 
W. Hawkins, Mrs. J. H. Platt, Mrs. 
W. L. Powell, Mrs. A. B. Siverling 
and Miss Helen McGill. Miss Ida B. 
Gordon is librarian. 


Muscatine--Mr. P. M. Musser, with 
whose gift in 1901 the library building 
was erected, passed away at his home 


. on May 22d. Resolutions of respect 


were passed by the library board and 
the library was closed from Friday 
noon to Monday noon. 


Nashua—A typewriter has recently 


_ been purchased for the library with 


funds solicited by the pupils of the 
public schools. The help given by the 
schools of Nashua to the library could 
be followed well elsewhere. 


Oelwcin—Steps are being taken by 
the library board for the purchase of 
alot for a building. Oelwein is one of 
the largest towns in the state without 
a library building. The city hall, now 
used by the library, is inadequate and 
a properly equipped building would 
add greatly to its efficiency. 


Onawa—The library building and 
the beautifully kept lot on which it 
stands give Onawa one of the most at- 
tractive library locations in the state. 
The one blot on the picture was the 
old house occupying one corner of the 
block. Its removal has been difficult 
by reason of its ownership, but that 
problem has been solved and the re- 
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mainder of the block has been pur- 
chased by the library board and added 
to the library park. 


Ottumwa— On Sunday morning, 
April 13th, James Thomas Hackworth, 
president of the board of trustees of 
the Ottumwa Public Library, passed 
away at the ripe age of eighty years. 
Mr. Hackworth was one of the pion- 
eers of the county and for many years 
identified with the public library as 
president of the board. His interest in 
the library is shown by his will, which 
makes the Ottumwa Library the bene- 
ficiary of the income of his large es- 
tate, subject to a life interest of Mrs. 
Hackworth. Although no inventory 
was filed with the will, it is estimated 
that after the various bequests are paid 
the estate remaining will amount to at 
least $500,000, the income from which 
will make Ottumwa the richest library 
in the state and one of the richest in 
the country. Mrs. Hackworth has been 
named by the mayor to fill out the un- 
expired term of her husband on the 
library board. 


Sheldon—A new roof will replace 
the old one on the Sheldon Library 
building and after the danger of leaks 
is removed the interior will be redec- 
orated. 


Sioux City—The library board was 
recently reorganized by the appoint- 
ment of Mrs. H. A. Headington to suc- 
ceed Mrs. Gould whose term expired 
and the election of Dr. P. B. McLaugh- 
lin as president. The following changes 
have also occurred on the staff: Miss 
Edna Bernard, head of the circulation 
department for the pact three years, 
was recently married to William Breit- 
inger, Jr., of California, and will make 
her home at San Francisco; Miss Enid 
M. Stafford, a graduate of the New 
York City Public Library School, 
where she also served as an assistant 
as well as with the Minnesota Library 
Commission, and at Hibbing and Buhl, 
Minnesota, becomes Reference Librar- 
ian; Miss Sarita Robinson and Miss 
Della Whittemore, both of Sioux City, 
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and Miss Mildred Pike, of Whiting, 
have been appointed assistants in va- 
rious departments of the library. 

Storm Lake—A library benefit under 
the auspices of the Tuesday Club, took 
the form of a children’s fete and netted 
a generous sum for the library. 

Toledo—With the merging of Lean- 
der Clark College of Toledo and Coe 
College of Cedar Rapids, the library of 
Leander Clark College was turned over 
to the city of Toledo. Toledo is one of 
the county seats of the state and one 
of the towns over 1,500 in population 
without a free public library and steps 
should be now taken to make this li- 
brary tax supported. 

West Branch—Miss Mabel Leech 
has been appointed librarian to suc- 
ceed Miss Helen Hoover whose resig- 
nation was recently accepted by the 
Library Board. 

Whiting—Announcement is made by 
her mother of the marriage on May 
8th of Miss Chloe Rains to Mr. C. W. 
Beatty. Miss Rains has been librarian 
of the public library for the past two 
years and is a graduate of the Iowa 
Summer Library School. She is suc- 
ceeded by Miss Verna McBeath. 

Winterset—Miss Laura Tate has re- 
signed her position held for several 
years as assitant in the library, and 
Mrs. Blanche E. Howard, of the Salem, 
Oregon Public Library, has been se- 
cured to fill the vacancy and will be- 
gin work September Ist. 





Mrs. Ida B. Head. 

As librarian of the Jefferson Pub- 
lic Library for sixteen years, Mrs. Ida 
B. Head was known and loved, not 
only by. the people of Jefferson, whom 
she so long and faithfully served, hut 
by the library workers of the state 
whom she met at district and state 
meetings. 

To all her ill health and consequent 
retirement from the library a year ago 
was a subject of much regret. To these 
her death which occurred on March 
24th, brings a touch of personal sor- 
row. 
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Mrs. Head was born. in Wisconsin 
and lived in Illinois and Kansas before 
coming to Iowa in 1879. Since that 
time she has lived in Green County, 
and since her marriage to William O, 
Head in 1882 in Jefferson, where she 
became widely known and greatly ad- 
mired. 

The help given through the library 
to the growing boys and girls of Jeffer- 
son during her years in the libra 
has left its impress and will be her 
lasting memorial. 





Use Your Government. 


Miss Edith Gurrier, of the National 
Library Service, writes that a chart ten 
by fourteen inches, showing the func- 
tions of the government and how they 
are performed, may be procured by ad 
dressing No. 437 11th Street Post 
Office, Washington, D. C., and enclos- 
ing fifteen cents to cover postage. 

This chart will be useful in helping 
librarians to inform themselves and 
their patrons on this important subject 
and Miss Gurrier speaks of it as “the 
best index guide that has come to this 
office.” 





. Spanish Names. 


In view of the present vogue for 
books by the author of the popular suc- 
cess, “The Four Horsemen of the 
Apocalypse,” the correct usage in re- 
gard to Spanish names is of special 
interest to’the bookseller (and librar- 
ian-ed). In many reviews in_ this 
country this author has been incorrectly 
spoken of as Ibanez instead of Blasco 
Ibanez. In Spanish personal nomen- 
clature the rule is that a person bears 
the name of both parents, that of the 
mother coming last. The author's 
name in full is Vicente Blasco Ibanez. 
At home he is often spoken of as 
Blasco; never as Ibanez alone. In 
bibliographical lists and catalogs, there- 
fore, Spanish names should be sought 
under the father’s name or the first sur- 
name rather than under the mother’s or 
second.—From The Publishers’ Weekly, 
May 31, 1919. 














